MJD TALKING POINTS ON ZONING ORDINANCES

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Baseline Report – Revisions proposed to the 2017 Comprehensive Plan Baseline Report are proposed to eliminate reference to the Coastal and Freshwater Wetlands overlay District and the Coastal Resources Overlay District.

History – The Narragansett Planning Board initiated work on a total re-write of the Town Comprehensive Plan in late 2012 which began with two open workshops conducted by the staff and consultants  - Horsley Witten Group.   Following the two opening workshops were several working meetings addressing specific topics that were  identified as formative issues at the outset.   When completed the staff and consultant produced the “Baseline Report” which summarized the conditions in Town within the state-required topic areas.    This report completed in late 2013 provides a snapshot in time as to the then-current status of the Towns various services, facilities, regulations as well as residential, commercial, institutional and industrial inventory and status.  From 2013 -2015 the staff and Planning Board worked with the consultant to draft the forward looking “Roadmap” and “Action Plan” as our land use policy guides for the next 10 years.  In 2016 the Town Council approved the final draft and sent it to the State of RI where it was approved in 2017.  Minor edits were made responding to State comments and the Town Council approved/adopted the full plan (all 3 documents) in September, 2017.   

NO FUTURE POLICIES, OBJECTIVES, ACTIONS OR PROGRAMS  ARE ELUCIDATED IN THIS REPORT.  ITS PURPOSE WAS TO INFORM THE “ROADMAP” AND “ACTION PLAN” BY PROVIDING BASELINE INFORMATION. 

So – in 2013 it was appropriate to report on the various overlay regulations in this report.  We noted that the wetland and coastal overlays are just 2 of five (5) resource overlays employed by the Town .  The others are the flood hazard overlay, the high watertable limitations overlay and the steep slope overlay.  The other three overlays do not have a mapped district boundary but identify site characteristics of concern and provide performance criteria to follow for anyone altering land.    

COMMENT: There is no reason to amend the Baseline Report as it conveys an accurate depiction of the zoning regulations in place in 2013.  Should the Town Council see fit to amend the Roadmap and Action Plan to remove references to the wetland overlay regulations, it would be useful to engage the Planning Board to determine what elements of that regulation may be retained.  (See my comment on wetlands).  

In regard to Coastal Resources – as stated in my wetland commentary, staff was advised in 2022  that there is no need to revise or remove that section of the Zoning Ordinance because it is not impacted by the  2015 amendments to state wetlands law. 

